Broads Authority

29 June 2007

Agenda Item No 13 

Appointment of Independent Members to Standards Committee

Report by Solicitor and Monitoring Officer

	Summary:
This report deals with the appointment of independent members to the Standards Committee, a matter for which the agreement of the full Authority is required.

Recommendations:

(i) That Mr Maurice Cook be reappointed as an independent member of the Standards Committee and that Mr Don Ayre be appointed as an independent member of the Standards Committee, in each case for a period of 3 years until the annual meeting in 2010.

(ii) That, as a result, the membership of the Standards Committee be increased from 5 to 6 (with 4 independent members).


1
Statutory Background 

1.1
The Local Government Act 2000 introduced a requirement for all local authorities, including the Broads Authority, to establish a Standards Committee.  The Committee must include at least 2 members of the Authority and at least 1 person who is not a member or an officer of that, or any other relevant Authority (which for this purpose includes Parish Councils).  In addition, where a Standards Committee has more than 3 members, at least a quarter of them must be independent members.

1.2
There are also regulations which set out the eligibility of persons to be independent members, and state that a person may not be appointed to such a position unless the appointment is: -

(a)
approved by a majority of the members of the Authority;

(b)
advertised in one or more newspapers circulating in the area of the Authority;

(c)
of a person who has submitted an application to the Authority;    


(d)       of a person who has not within the period of 5 years immediately preceding the date of the appointment been a member or officer of the Authority;

(e)
of a person who is not a relative or close friend of a member or officer of the Authority;

(f)
a member of another local authority.

2
Broads Authority Standards Committee

2.1
The Authority’s Standards Committee currently comprises 2 members of the Authority and 3 independent members.

2.2
The term of office of one of the independent members on the Authority’s Standards Committee, Maurice Cook, expires at the end of June.  As a result, an advertisement was placed in the Eastern Daily Press at the beginning of May seeking applications from persons wishing to serve as an independent member on the Standards Committee from that date.

3
The Appointment Process

3.1
Four applications were received.  One was from an applicant who is currently a member of a local authority and who, in view of one of the restrictions referred to above, subsequently withdrew their application.  A second application was withdrawn because the applicant was unable to attend for interview on the appointed date.  The remaining two applicants were interviewed on 1 June by a panel comprising the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Authority and were: -

(a)
Mr Maurice Cook.

(b)
Mr Donald Ayre (brief details of his background are attached to this report).  

3.2
The result of these interviews was that the Panel now recommend that both Mr Cook and Mr Ayre be appointed to the Authority.  Assuming the Authority accepts this recommendation, this will have the effect of increasing the overall membership of the Standards Committee to 6 and the number of independent members to 4.  To do so will help to alleviate a potential problem that has arisen from time to time of ensuring that the Committee is quorate.  It will also provide flexibility for the future in ensuring, as the Authority intends, that the independent members on the Committee are in a majority.
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Qualifications:

BA (Hons) Land Use Studies, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 1968
Member of the Royal Town Planaing [nstitute since 1972: Now retired member

Appointments;

1968-72 Plammer, Derbyshire County Council

1972-78 Senior and Principal Planner Nottinghamshire County Council

978-1996 Assistant County Planning Officer,Suffolk County Comcil
Responsible for planning policy and implementation major development proposals,
roscarch  and  information. Economic development and towism from 1984

1996-2004 Assistant Director of Environment and Transport (Policy and Regeneration),Suffolk
Coumnty Council
Responsible for planning and transport policy, environmentzl management, major
development proposals, public fransport, regeneration economic development to 1999
Member East of England Regionat Technical Advisors Group 1996-2004
Chair, East of England Regional Transport Task Group 2000-4 )
Vice Chair, Planning Officers Society Integrated Transpori Group 1997-2004
Member of County Survevors Society

June-Oct 2003 Acting Director of Envivonment and Transport Suffolk County Councit

10/2005-03/2006 Consultant io East of England Regional Assembly,appearing at Public Examination
into Draft Regional Planning Guidance on transport matters

Sept 2005 Board Member Kings® Forest Housing Association

lan 2008 Aupdit Committee Member Flagship Housing Group

Nov 2006 Member of Conduct and Discipline Panel and Appeat Pool Royal Town Plamning
Institute

1995-date Chair of Trustees,Rushmere Common, Ipswich
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